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International Day at NPS: a long tradition 
This month’s celebration of International Day marks a tradition that was established 
more than 50 years ago by the International Committee. The early observances were 
dinner-dance parties called the International Buffet. As reported by The Classmate 
magazine in April 1965, the buffet was 
organized by spouses and held twice 
each year. “Each of the International 
wives is asked to bring a main dish 
familiar in her country serving 8-10 
people. The American wives are asked to 
bring such food as is needed to round out 
the menu,” noted Willie Boice, chairman 
of the International Committee. 
 
By 1975, the twice-yearly buffet had 
become a festival called International 
Weekend, which included a daytime 
program of international cuisine and an 
evening program of music and dance 
performances. The event was renamed 
International Day sometime in the early 
1980’s and the cultural performances 
were moved to the lawn on the academic 
quad. 
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